At first it is red at the tip and edges, and furred in the centre, and through the white fur are often seen the swollen red papillae, which give rise to the so-called strawberry appearance of the tongue, perhaps better described as the white strawberry tongue. In two or three days the fur desquamates and leaves the surface red and rough?the red strawberry tongue, or, as it is sometimes described, the raspberry tongue. The enlargement of the fungiform papillae is the outstanding feature, associated with an intensification of the normal red colour of the tongue.
A similar appearance of the tongue has been noted occasionally in measles.
In German measles, however, confusion can arise. The rash is of short duration. There is a history of sore throat and if the tongue has been furred and tending to peel the strawberry appearance may be m evidence. With chicken pox the rash frequently affects the mucous membrane of the mouth and tongue, and several shallow ulcers may be seen. They heal quickly and do not appear to be unduly painful when contrasted with the true herpetic ulcer, now regarded as a manifestation of infection (probably virus) and not of dyspeptic origin as was formerly believed. The tongue changes in these diseases serve to emphasize the close relationship existing between the skin and the mucous membrane of the mouth. In many skin diseases typical lesions in the mouth and tongue are frequently seen.
In lichen planus, this little understood and fairly common papular eruption of the skin, lesions of the mouth are frequently noted, on the buccal mucosa opposite the molar teeth, or on the margin or dorsum of the tongue itself. The lesions are raised, pearly white in appearance, of variable shape, rather like the appearance produced by silver nitrate when applied to a mucous membrane.
In erythema multiforme, with its widespread lesions on the limbs, it is not uncommon to find evidence of the eruption on the lips, gums, and tongue. In pemphigus it was recently shown (I,ever, 1942) 
